
 

OBEDIENCE 

O – obey the calling - God gifted you for a purpose and has called you to serve. 

B – begin a study - A call means that you need to be prepared – study the biblical references 

to your gifts. 

E – examine feelings and fantasies - Consider how your gift makes you feel – does it bring joy? 

Can you envision ways to use your gift? 

D – disciplined belief - It is one thing to believe but another to act on that belief – it takes faith 

and disciplined effort to discover and use your gifts. 

I – investigate the gifts of others - Watch for gifts in others – encourage them to learn more 

about them and use them. 

E – experiment with the gifts - How do you know that you actually have the gift unless you try 

using it? 

N – never doubt God’s promises - Satan plagues us with doubt – believe that God has gifted 

you and learn to use your gifts. 

C – censure all notions of pride or defeat - Pride and defeat are serious hurdles to using your 

gifts 

– remember it is a privilege, but with that privilege comes responsibility – and one of those is 

to remember that your gifts are not superior to another person’s gifts. 

E – expect God to produce the results - Trust that God will produce results – watch for them. 

 

Rediscovering Our Spiritual Gifts: Building Up the Body of Christ Through the Gifts of the Spirit 

by Charles V. Bryant  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Spiritual Gifts Description 

After discovering your gifts, see where they are grouped within the major categories below.  You can then see 

what Scripture has to say about that particular gift. 

 

 

Gifts That Share God’s Word 

A.  Apostleship 

R.  Discernment 

C.   Evangelism 

P.  Knowledge 

B.  Prophecy 

 

Gifts That Show God’s Love 

J.  Compassion 

S.  Helps 

H.  Giving 

E.  Hospitality 

Y.  Missionary 

F.  Serving 

 

Gifts That Strengthen God’s Word 

G.  Exhortation 

D.  Shepherding 

U.  Teaching 

O.  Wisdom 

 

Gifts That Support People in Worshipping God 

I.  Craftsmanship 

K.  Healing 

W.  Intercession/Prayer 

X.  Music 

M.  Tongues 

N.  Interpretation of Tongues 

L.  Working Miracles 

 

Gifts That Sustain All Ministries 

T.  Administration 

Q.  Faith 

V.  Leadership 

 

 

 

 

 



 

“DISCOVER  YOUR  SPIRITUAL  GIFTS” 

Advanced L.A.C.E. 201 

Recommended Books 

 

Each One a Minister: Using God’s Gifts for Ministry (revised and expanded) 

 by William J. Carter 

 

 

Rediscovering Our Spiritual Gifts: Building Up the Body of Christ Through the Gifts of 

the Spirit 
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Although various biblical writers refer directly or indirectly to spiritual gifts, the Apostle Paul 

supplies us with the most systematic listing of the Spirit’s gifts. The chart* below shows four 

principle passages where Paul makes specific reference to spiritual gifts. 

                     Romans 12:6-8                                         I Corinthians 1:4-11 

  Prophecy     Prophecy 
  Teaching 
  Serving 
  Exhortation 
  Giving 
  Giving Aid 
  Compassion    
        Healing 
        Working Miracles 
        Tongues 
        Interpretation of tongues 
        Wisdom 
        Knowledge 
        Faith 
        Discernment 
        

                     I Corinthians 12:28                                  Ephesians 4:11 

Prophecy     Prophecy 
Teaching     Teaching 

 
 

Healing 
Working miracles 
Tongues 
Interpretation to tongues  

 
 

Apostleship     Apostleship 
Helps  
Administration 
      Evangelism 
      Shepherding 
 
 

*This chart is taken from the book, GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT, by Kenneth Cain Kinghorn, Abingdon Press. Pg. 38. 

 



 

 

The normal New Testament word for a spiritual gift is charisma. Charisma relates to a special 

ability to minister with effectiveness and power. When used in this context the term charisma 

is best translated “spiritual gift.”  

 

“Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them…” (Romans 12:6) 

 

“Now there are varieties of gifts…” (I Corinthians 12:4) 

 

“Earnestly desire the higher gifts…”    (I Corinthians 12:31) 

 

“Do not neglect the gifts you have…” (I Timothy 4:14) 

 

“I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you…” (II Timothy 1:6) 

 

“As each has received a gift, employ it for one another, as good stewards of God’s varied 

grace…” (I Peter 4:10) 

 

   

 Spiritual gifts should be distinguished from human talents which can operate without 

divine assistance. Moreover, spiritual gifts should be distinguished from spiritual fruits:  The 

fruit of the Spirit describe moral virtues (see Galatians 5:22, 23), while spiritual gifts relate to 

enabling abilities that equip Christians for service (see Romans 12:6-8; I Peter 4:10). 

 

Precisely stated, a spiritual gift is divine, supernatural ability given by God to enable a 

Christian to serve and to minister.  More simply put, a spiritual gift is a special tool for ministry. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

“A SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCE: BEING CHOSEN  
 
Reflect on a special time when you were chosen by a playground team,   by a job 
supervisor, by someone in marriage, and so forth.  
 
1. How did you know you had been chosen? 
_________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________  
 
 
2. How did it make you feel? 
 _________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________  
 
 
 
Now examine your relationship to God.  
 
1. Do you think you have been chosen by God? 
_________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________  
 
2. How do you feel about that now? 
 _________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________  
 
If you are in a group, talk about your answers with another person or in a small group.” 
 
 
 
— Each One a Minister: Using God's Gifts for Ministry by William J. Carter 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

“A SPIRITUAL EXERCISE: 
A NEW WAY OF LOOKING AT THE GIFTS 

 
In the list below, check 2 to 4 items that you think you are good at. (If you do not check 
any, you are too modest. But don’t check too many. Identify those things that you are 
especially good at.) 
 
I am especially good at  

( ) 1. Explaining things to people 

( )  2. Telling others about the faith  

( )  3. Tending to other people’s needs  

( )  4. Helping people understand one another  

( )  5. Communicating in dramatic ways  

( )  6. Taking charge when needed  

( ) 7. Understanding the meaning of things  

( )  8. Making people feel cared for 

( )  9. Giving graciously  

( )  10. Speaking before groups 

( )  11. Making unusual things happen  

( )  12. Identifying religious frauds  

( )  13. Encouraging and supporting others 

( )  14. Gathering and using information  

( )  15. Listening and/ or acting sympathetically 

( ) 16. Helping people become healthy  

( ) 17. Maintaining calm in times of stress  

( )  18. Arranging meetings and programs  

( )  19. Leading beyond the local church  

 
If you are in a group, first ask for one item someone has checked. Find out how many 
others checked that item. Repeat a few times to see how you are alike or different in 
the gifts you possess.” 
 
— Each One a Minister: Using God's Gifts for Ministry by William J. Carter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Gifts of the Holy Spirit A True/ False Questionnaire 
 

1. Spiritual gifts are given only to the spiritually elite.  
  
2. The gifts of the Holy Spirit disappeared after the death of the last   apostle.  
 
3. Gifts are given to every believer at his or her conversion.  
 
4. Speaking in tongues validates whether or not a person has been baptized in the 
Spirit.  
 
5. A person can possess all of the gifts.  
 
6. Gifts of the Spirit and the Fruit of the Spirit are one and the same.  
 
7. Gifts of the Spirit are given to empower believers to serve the church.  
 
8. Speaking in tongues is one of the spiritual gifts.  
 
9. A person can lose his or her gifts.  
 
10. Gifts may be thought of as the evangelistic tools of the church.  
 
11. All gifts of the Spirit have value and are necessary for the growth and health of the 
church.  
 
12. Gifts are given by God to accompany the new spiritual life of the believer.  
 
13. The apostle Paul listed all of the gifts of the Holy Spirit.  
 
14. When the gifts are either neglected or abused, the church becomes weak and 
ineffective.  
 
15. Now that the church has been established, the gifts are not relevant for today.  
 
Answers 1. F; 2. F; 3. T; 4. T/ F: For some, speaking in tongues may be the first sign of the presence 
of the Spirit, but this does not seem to be the norm today. 5. F; 6. F; 7. T; 8. T; 9. F; 10. T; 11. T; 12. 
T; 13. F; 14. T; 15. F.” 

 
— Rediscovering Our Spiritual Gifts Workbook by John I. Penn 
 

 
 
 



 

Importance of Knowing Your Spiritual Gifts 
 

Sometimes the question is asked, “Can spiritual gifts operate through me if I am not 
aware of my spiritual gifts?” The answer is, “Of course they can.” (Christians in the Middle 
Ages, for example, did not have an adequate theology of spiritual gifts, yet the gifts of the 
Spirit certainly flowed through many of their lives.) Most assuredly, one can manifest 
spiritual gifts without understanding or even being aware of them.  
 

However, there are many good reasons for our knowing and understanding our 
gifts. We stand in a much more favorable position to become effective disciples when we 
identify and develop the spiritual gifts God has given us. Specifically, here are some solid 
reasons for you to become aware of your spiritual gifts: 
 
The identification of your spiritual gifts 
 
1. Helps you determine God’s will for your vocation. A knowledge of your gifts will 
provide a context for making career and ministry decisions regarding what not to attempt 
as well as what to enter into with confidence. 
 
2. Mobilizes the entire church for mission. Since a small percentage of the church 
consists of clergy and more than ninety percent of the church consists of non-clergy, the 
church obviously must equip and encourage every Christian to minister in his or her 
respective sphere of influence.  
 
3. Assists you in setting priorities for study, growth, and ministry. Since each of us 
has a limited amount of time to develop our potential, it seems clear that we should 
develop ourselves in the areas of our special gifts.  
 
4. Gives each Christian a sense of dignity and self-worth. Every Christian is an 
important part of the total church. There are no “second class” citizens in the Christian 
community because each person constitutes a vitally significant member of the body of 
Christ.  
 
5. Enables you to receive the gift ministries of others. When Christians become more 
knowledgeable of their own spiritual gifts and those of other Christians, they can more 
easily function harmoniously as the Body of Christ, both giving and receiving ministries.  
 
6. Fosters unity among fellow Christian believers. As the members of the church 
function inter-dependently (not independently), an awareness of spiritual gifts leads them 
to respect one another as they live together in the common life of the Spirit.” 
 
— Discovering Your Spiritual Gifts: A Personal Inventory Method by Kenneth C. Kinghorn 

 
 
 
 



 

SPIRITUAL EXERCISE: MY SHIELD OF FAITH 
 
Write the following in the four parts of the shield below:  
1. Some words that identify sources of strength among your family of believers  
2. Some words that describe your present personal faith  
3. A phrase that describes something you do on behalf of Christ  
4. A sentence that expresses your spiritual hope(s) for the future  
 
If your group, talk with one another about some parts of the shield.  

 
Then let each person give a witness in exactly three words, such as “God is great” or “Jesus is Lord.”  
 
When all who wish to have witnessed, close with prayer.” 

 

— Each One a Minister: Using God's Gifts for Ministry by William J. Carter 
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 “¶ 121. Rationale for Our Mission—The mission of the Church is to make disciples 
of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world by proclaiming the good news of 
God’s grace and by exemplifying Jesus’ command to love God and neighbor, thus 
seeking the fulfillment of God’s reign and realm in the world. The fulfillment of God’s 
reign and realm in the world is the vision Scripture holds before us. The United 
Methodist Church affirms that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, the Savior of the world, 
and the Lord of all. As we make disciples, we respect persons of all religious faiths and 
we defend religious freedom for all persons. Jesus’ words in Matthew provide the 
Church with our mission: “Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
obey everything that I’ve commanded you” (28: 19-20), and “You must love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, with all your being, and with all your mind. . . . You must 
love your neighbor as you love yourself” (22: 37, 39).  

This mission is our grace-filled response to the Reign of God in the world 
announced by Jesus. God’s grace is active everywhere, at all times, carrying out this 
purpose as revealed in the Bible. It is expressed in God’s covenant with Abraham and 
Sarah, in the Exodus of Israel from Egypt, and in the ministry of the prophets. It is fully 
embodied in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. It is experienced in the 
ongoing creation of a new people by the Holy Spirit.  

John Wesley, Phillip Otterbein, Jacob Albright, and our other spiritual forebears 
understood this mission in this way. Whenever United Methodism has had a clear 
sense of mission, God has used our Church to save persons, heal relationships, 
transform social structures, and spread scriptural holiness, thereby changing the world. 
In order to be truly alive, we embrace Jesus’ mandate to love God and to love our 
neighbor and to make disciples of all peoples. 
 
 ¶ 122. The Process for Carrying Out Our Mission—We make disciples as we: 
—proclaim the gospel, seek, welcome and gather persons into the body of Christ; 
 
—lead persons to commit their lives to God through baptism by water and the spirit 
and profession of faith in Jesus Christ; 
 
—nurture persons in Christian living through worship, the sacraments, spiritual 
disciplines, and other means of grace, such as Wesley’s Christian conferencing; 
 
—send persons into the world to live lovingly and justly as servants of Christ by healing 
the sick, feeding the hungry, caring for the stranger, freeing the oppressed, being and 
becoming a compassionate, caring presence, and working to develop social structures 
that are consistent with the gospel; and 
 
—continue the mission of seeking, welcoming and gathering persons into the 
community of the body of Christ.” 

 

— The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church 2012 by United Methodist Publishing House 



 

What the Spiritual Gifts Are Not  
Gracious God, we give you thanks and praise for your many gifts. These gifts make visible your love, 
presence, grace, and power. Help us to accept all the gifts and graces that you lavish upon us. We 
celebrate their rich diversity. We thank you for sending your son Jesus Christ, who is the ultimate gift 
of salvation. Bless this session and our time together. In the name of Jesus Christ and through the 
presence and power of your Holy Spirit we pray. Amen. 
 
 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed (1 Cor. 12: 1, 
NRSV).  
 
(First the gifts are defined in the negative way in order to explain what the charismata are not!) 
 

 Spiritual Gifts Are Not Skills and Natural Talents  
 

 Spiritual Gifts Are Not Roles  
 

 Spiritual Gifts Are Not Offices 
 

 Spiritual Gifts Are Not the Fruit of the Spirit  
 

 Spiritual Gifts Are Not for Self-Gain 
 

 Spiritual Gifts Are Not the Same for Everyone  
 

 Spiritual Gifts Are Not Given Fully Developed  
 
 

— Rediscovering Our Spiritual Gifts Workbook by John I. Penn 

What the Spiritual Gifts Are  
Read: 1 Corinthians 2: 9-10. Each gift serves a unique function and a specific purpose.  
 
Gracious God, we thank and praise you for your presence among us. We celebrate your presence. 
We thank you for Jesus Christ. We celebrate our oneness in Jesus Christ and the unity that the Holy 
Spirit brings in our midst. Help us to reach out to one another with the love, compassion, and power 
that Christ gives. Open us to discover our gifts to bring your healing grace to others. Empower us to 
see with clear vision and to discover new ways to minister in Christ’s name. Amen.  
No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who 
love him—but God has revealed it to us by his Spirit (1 Cor. 2: 9-10).  
 

 Spiritual Gifts Are Unmerited Blessings from God  
 

 Spiritual Gifts Are Job Descriptions for Ministry  
 

 Spiritual Gifts Are a Means for Discovering God’s Will  
 

 Spiritual Gifts Are Guarantees of Effective Service  
 

— Rediscovering Our Spiritual Gifts Workbook by John I. Penn 

 

 
 



 

A SPIRITUAL EXERCISE: LOOKING CLOSER AT BIBLICAL GIFTS 

Read these portions of letters from Paul to find the gifts listed there: 
Romans 12: 6-8 1 Corinthians 12: 4-11, 27-31 Ephesians 4: 11-12 

 
Using the list below, identify the corresponding gift from the New Testament for each of 
the gifts you identified for yourself.  
 
1. Teaching 
2. Witness/ evangelism  
3. Serving/ helping  
4. Interpretation  
5. Speaking in tongues  
6. Leadership  
7. Wisdom/ understanding  
8. Pastoring (shepherding)  
9. Giving  
10. Preaching/ prophecy  
11. Miracles  
12. Discerning true and false spirits  
13. Encouragement (exhortation)  
14. Knowledge  
15. Kindness (compassion)  
16. Healing  
17. Faith  
18. Administration  
19. Apostleship  
 
Do you agree with the definition given for each of the gifts you have identified? Do 
people in the group think they or others have any of these gifts? When gifts are 
mentioned that are not included on the list, add them. (10 minutes)  
 
Conclude by writing in one sentence your own definition of each of the gifts. Or if you 
are with others, divide into groups of three or four and allocate the list equally among 
the groups. Then talk about your answers.  
 
People are provided gifts for the good of the Body. Gifts are used properly only when 
they build up the fellowship, the service, the worship, the stewardship of the whole 
congregation and community. Although each person is gifted, the purpose is that 
all be enabled to minister. He did this to prepare all God’s people for the work of 
Christian service, in order to build up the body of Christ. (EPHESIANS 4: 12)” 

 

— Each One a Minister: Using God's Gifts for Ministry by William J. Carter 

 
 



 

A SPIRITUAL EXERCISE: DEFINING THE BODY 
 

• Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-30.  
• List five ways that Paul says the church is like a body.  
(The first comparison is done for you.)  
 
1. It has many parts but is still a single unit.  
2. ____________________________________  
3. ____________________________________  
4. ____________________________________  
5. ____________________________________  
 
• Can you name ways that Paul did not mention? 
_______________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________  
 
• Compare your list with the lists of others. 
_______________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________  
 
If the church is like a body, it ought to have hands and feet and a heart and 
a language. Even as hands and feet and a heart are the means by which 
the body moves itself in its environment, so language is the means by which 
it communicates with others.  
 
The language of the body of Christ is ministry. Ministry tells others who the 
Body is and what it does. More than words, more than an affirmation of 
faith, the church expresses itself through ministry with and to people. 
Ministry is the church’s way of revealing the secret.  
 
Indeed, we are all ministers, each gifted with special qualities with 
which we help complete the Body. Each one of us has received a 
special gift in proportion to what Christ has given. (EPHESIANS 4: 7) 
 

— Each One a Minister: Using God's Gifts for Ministry by William J. Carter 
 
 
 
 



 

 

A SPIRITUAL EXERCISE: THE P-SQUARE 
 

Draw a four-part square on a sheet of paper. Label each part as one item in your 
spiritual journey: person, place, period, passion. Then fill in each square with the 
important experiences of your own spiritual life.  
 
1. A person important in your spiritual journey (parent, pastor, friend)  
 
2. A place where spiritual growth occurred (home, church, school, camp)  
 
3. A period when spiritual change was evident (a date, a year, or a stage in life such as 
youth, young adult, school years, yesterday, today)  
 
4. A passion that was important at some point in your journey (a cause, an idea, an 
action) 
 

Person 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Place 

Period 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Passion 

If you are alone, spend some time reflecting on the significance of the spiritual experiences you have listed—and on 
others that may come to mind. If you are in a group, divide into groups of three or four. Let each person explain the 
meaning of one of the squares of his or her P-Square. (Take no more than 90 seconds for each person.) Then let anyone 
who wishes tell about other squares until the time is up (about 10 minutes). 
 
 At the conclusion, ask if anyone would like to tell, in a sentence or two, what he or she heard another person say. (No 
one can tell his or her own story.) Notice the varieties of spiritual experiences remembered. End the discussion with these 
questions:  
• Is it good for people to talk with others about their spiritual experiences?  
• What values are there in this spiritual exercise?” 

 
— Each One a Minister: Using God's Gifts for Ministry by William J. Carter 

 



 

Paul’s answer found in 1 Corinthians 12 to the question “What is spirituality [pneumatikos]?” that led 

to the identification of the gifts as the source of Christian ministry. Spirituality releases the gifts, 

and the gifts expand spirituality.  

The local church must focus on spirituality in order to revitalize the Body, therefore we must come to 

terms with the meaning of spirituality and help our constituents focus on it in their own lives and in 

every area of the life of the church. As you read each definition, write in the name of any religious 

groups or individuals who are identified with each perspective, or with a combination of them.  

 

Do you see your own spirituality described in any of these?  

1. A regimen of prayer, meditation, and disciplined study—Brought to flower in the monastic 

movement, this definition is sometimes called spiritual formation. (Group or 

person):________________  

 

2. A verbal/ vocal expression of joy—I grew up in a “shouting” Methodist church. My home church has 

long since become more subdued. Others, though, still stress a demonstrative style as evidence of 

the presence of the Holy Spirit, which for some is the only proof of spirituality. (Group or 

person):________________  

 

3. An emphasis on personal, moral, and emotional purity, sometimes called holiness—Much 

emphasis is placed on the contrast between the flesh and the spirit. Worldliness is condemned, 

sometimes in forms that others find acceptable (such as seeing movies, playing card games, dancing, 

or driving cars). Rigid behavioral regulations are set for all, and the level of spirituality is judged by 

how well each one meets these requirements. (Group or person):________________  

 

4. Mystical experience—Visions, dreams, and insights are valued as evidence of spirituality. They 

range from a cultivation of the universal spirit to specific predictive visions of the present or future 

(sometimes called prophecy). Both Christian and non-Christian religious leaders have prized this 

experience. (Group or person):________________  

 

5. Sacramental practice—The Mass (Holy Communion), baptism, penance, sacrifice (giving or giving 

up things), and the observance of other liturgies and rituals have been considered a source of 

spirituality for as long as religious history records. (Group or person):________________  

 

6. The activist mode—For some, there is no spirituality unless evidenced in acts of love, mercy, and 

justice. The practices of Christian social responsibility are drawn from the New Testament in the 

words and actions of Jesus (for example, the story of the Last Judgment in Matthew 25: 31-46), the 

Letter of James, and other New Testament sources. (Group or person):________________  

 

7. Apocalyptic preparation—Christian living is defined as discerning the pattern of history and 

preparing for the end. Spirituality is moving toward the rapture (not a biblical word). (Group or 

person):________________  

 

8. Doctrinal purity (right beliefs)—The basis of orthodoxy, this perspective emphasizes the setting of 

approved beliefs that everyone must subscribe to as a basis for spiritual growth. From the beginning, 

the church has had groups who have set up such tenets (calling them basic or fundamental beliefs), 

although specifics have varied from age to age. (Group or person):________________  



 

9. Evidences of miracles, signs, and wonders—The test of the vitality of individuals and churches is 

whether they can produce supernatural phenomena. Dispensationalists insist that the miracles of the 

Bible were real, but that such experiences stopped with apostolic times. Others think that strong faith 

still produces supernatural results. (Group or person):________________  

 

10. Unique theologies—Some individualistic theologies, developed by charismatic individuals or 

dedicated groups, define spirituality as embodying the expression of faith originated by the person or 

group. These groups are often called sects at their beginning, but some go on to join the mainstream. 

(Group or person):________________ 

 

Have you observed evidence of other definitions of spirituality in your own church or community? If 

so, write a definition to describe what you have observed.  

Definition:________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Question: Which of these expresses the essence of spirituality? Answer: All of them, and 

none of them! Diligent reading can find most of these viewpoints in the New Testament. 

Even a cursory review of church history will reveal that at various stages every one of 

them, along with many others, has been stressed by someone. In his writings, Paul 

acknowledges that he has spoken in tongues (1 Corinthians 14: 18), has seen visions (2 

Corinthians 12: 1), and has done miracles and wonders (Romans 15: 17-19; 2 Corinthians 

12: 12). However, he insists that these signs are not the only expressions of spirituality. 

He even explains that the Lord has given him a painful physical ailment to keep him from 

bragging about any of these (2 Corinthians 12: 7). In 1 Corinthians 13, Paul says that any 

spiritual expression or ministry must take place in the context of love. Clearly, Paul 

understood that God recognizes the need for diversity in spiritual experiences. Any 

spiritual experience may be helpful, but none are exclusive of all others. Why did God 

allow that to happen? Perhaps it was because God knew that things would change over 

time for believers. For fourteen hundred years, almost all Christians worshiped through the 

Mass, or liturgies based on it; but that has changed since the Reformation. Groups have 

developed their own ways of worship and spiritual growth. Often, people are trained to 

value a specific perspective on spirituality by their denominations, congregations, or 

parents. Some may come to think that any other variety of religious expression is invalid. 

When the mobility of modern society or community changes, or interdenominational 

marriage brings them into the company of others who experience other styles of worship 

and practice, they sometimes feel uneasy. Could it be that God led denominations to 

establish traditions that were similar from place to place so that members could go from 

one church to another with confidence, and then prompted many local churches in our 

time to develop multiple styles to accommodate the needs of those from different 

traditions? We are still struggling with all that. The title of this book, Each One a Minister, 

implies that ministry is first an individual experience, with both the gifts and the call coming 

through the grace of God. The preparation for ministry is also distinctive, with each person 

being equipped in a different way, depending on the temperament of the individual. 
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 There are different kinds of gifts but the same Spirit. There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. (1 Cor. 

12:4-5) 

  

Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various 

forms. (1 Pet. 4:10) 

  

Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ 

we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. We have different gifts, according to the 

grace given us. (Romans 12:4-6a) 

 List of Spiritual Gift Possibilities in Key Bible Passages 

Romans 12 

exhortation 

giving 

leadership 

mercy 

prophecy 

service 

teaching 

 1 Corinthians 12 

administration 

apostle 

discernment 

faith 

healings 

helps 

knowledge 

miracles 

prophecy 

teaching 

tongues 

tongues interpretation 

wisdom 

 Ephesians 4 

apostle 

evangelism 

pastor 

prophecy 

teaching 

 Misc. Passages 

celibacy 

hospitality 

martyrdom 

missionary 

voluntary poverty 
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Definitions of Spiritual Gifts Specifically Listed in the Bible: 

ADMINISTRATION: 1 Cor. 12:28 - to steer the body toward the accomplishment of God-given 

goals and directives by planning, organizing, and supervising others (Greek Word: kubernesis - 

to steer, guide, helmsmen) 

 APOSTLE: Eph. 4:11; 1 Cor. 12:28 - to be sent forth to new frontiers with the gospel, providing 

leadership over church bodies and maintaining authority over spiritual matters pertaining to 

the church (Greek Word: apostolos - 'apo'=from 'stello'=send; one sent forth) 

 CELIBACY: 1 Cor. 7:7,8 - to voluntarily remain single without regret and with the ability to 

maintain controlled sexual impulses so as to serve the Lord without distraction 

DISCERNMENT: 1 Cor. 12:10 - to clearly distinguish truth from error by judging whether the 

behavior or teaching is from God, Satan, human error, or human power 

EVANGELISM: Eph. 4:11 - to be a messenger of the good news of the Gospel (Greek Word: 

euaggelistes - preacher of gospel; eu=well, angelos=message - messenger of good) 

EXHORTATION: Rom. 12:8 - to come along side of someone with words of encouragement, 

comfort, consolation, and counsel to help them be all God wants them to be (Greek Word: 

paraklesis - calling to one's side) 

FAITH: 1 Cor. 12:8-10 - to be firmly persuaded of God's power and promises to accomplish His 

will and purpose and to display such a confidence in Him and His Word that circumstances and 

obstacles do not shake that conviction 

 GIVING: Rom. 12:8 - to share what material resources you have with liberality and 

cheerfulness without thought of return 

HEALINGS: 1 Cor. 12:9,28,30 - to be used as a means through which God makes people whole 

either physically, emotionally, mentally, or spiritually 

HELPS: 1 Cor. 12:28 - to render support or assistance to others in the body so as to free them 

up for ministry 

HOSPITALITY: 1 Pet. 4:9,10 - to warmly welcome people, even strangers, into one's home or 

church as a means of serving those in need of food or lodging (Greek Word: philoxenos - love 

of strangers; 'philos'=love; 'xenos'=stranger) 

KNOWLEDGE: 1 Cor. 12:8 - to seek to learn as much about the Bible as possible through the 

gathering of much information and the analyzing of that data 
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LEADERSHIP: Rom. 12:8 - to stand before the people in such a way as to attend to the 

direction of the body with such care and diligence so as to motivate others to get involved in 

the accomplishment of these goals 

MARTYRDOM: 1 Cor. 13:3 - to give over one's life to suffer or to be put to death for the cause 

of Christ 

MERCY: Rom. 12:8 - to be sensitive toward those who are suffering, whether physically, 

mentally, or emotionally, so as to feel genuine sympathy with their misery, speaking words of 

compassion but moreso caring for them with deeds of love to help alleviate their distress 

MIRACLES: 1 Cor. 12:10,28 - to be enabled by God to perform mighty deeds which witnesses 

acknowledge to be of supernatural origin and means 

MISSIONARY: Eph. 3:6-8 - to be able to minister in another culture 

PASTOR: Eph. 4:11 - to be responsible for spiritually caring for, protecting, guiding, and 

feeding a group of believers entrusted to one's care 

PROPHECY: Rom. 12:6; 1 Cor. 12:10; Eph. 4:11 - to speak forth the message of God to His 

people (Greek Word: prophetes - the forth-telling of the will of God; 'pro'=forth; 'phemi'=to 

speak) 

SERVICE: Rom. 12:7 - to identify undone tasks in God's work, however menial, and use 

available resources to get the job done (Greek Word: diakonia - deacon, attendant 'diako'=to 

run errands) 

TEACHING: Rom. 12:7; 1 Cor. 12:28; Eph. 4:11 - to instruct others in the Bible in a logical, 

systematic way so as to communicate pertinent information for true understanding and 

growth 

TONGUES: 1 Cor. 12:10; 14:27-28 - to speak in a language not previously learned so 

unbelievers can hear God's message in their own language or the body be edified 

INTERPRETATION OF TONGUES: 1 Cor. 12:10; 14:27, 28 - to translate the message of someone 

who has spoken in tongues 

VOLUNTARY POVERTY: 1 Cor. 13:3 - to purposely live an impoverished lifestyle to serve and 

aid others with your material resources 

WISDOM: 1 Cor. 12:8 - to apply knowledge to life in such a way as to make spiritual truths 

quite relevant and practical in proper decision-making and daily life situations 

  

 

http://biblia.com/bible/niv/Rom.%2012.8
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Cor.%2013.3
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/Rom.%2012.8
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Cor.%2012.10
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Cor%2012.28
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/Eph.%203.6-8
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/Eph.%204.11
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/Rom.%2012.6
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Cor.%2012.10
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/Eph.%204.11
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/Rom.%2012.7
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/Rom.%2012.7
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Cor.%2012.28
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/Eph.%204.11
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Cor.%2012.10
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Cor%2014.27-28
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Cor.%2012.10
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Cor%2014.27
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Cor%2014.28
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Cor.%2013.3
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Cor.%2012.8

